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married state, upon the particular occasion of her husband's being of a different religion.
It was some months after her husband's death, and when all her affairs were in a settled posture, that she went to divert her thoughts a little, and unbend her mind from the sorrows she had been under, (for she was a sincere mourner for her husband;) I say, it was some months after his death, that her younger sister having invited her down to her seat in Hampshire, she went thither, and her father and eldest sister, at her request, went all with her.
Here, upon casual discoursing of things past, her father, who was almost ever bemoaning his neglect in exposing his children, threw out some words which first gave her to understand that both he and her sisters knew her husband was not a pro-testant, at which she seemed very much surprised; but as she found it was known, and that, however, it was still so far a secret, as that it had gone no further than their own breasts, she was soon made easy 5 she then made a confidence of it, earnestly entreating them that it might go no further, which they willingly promised for her satisfaction.
But this opened the door for variety of conferences among them, as particularly her sisters told her how they discovered it first, and afterwards their father ; and repeated all the discourses they had had about it, and how and for what reason they had resolved never to mention it to her, unless she spoke first of it; concluding, that perhaps he might conceal it from her, and they would be very loath to discover a thing to her which they knew had no other consequence at that time, but to ruin and afflict her. Alas, sister! says she, I discovered it within a fortnight after I came home.